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An Ordinance amending Articles 12-8(g), 16-3(b), and 21-6(b) and creating a new Article 30 of the
Zoning Ordinance to address outdoor lighting regulations. (Urban County Council). Approval of the
Alternative Text 9-0 [Div. of Planning, Duncan]
[An Ordinance to create Article 30 of the Zoning Ordinance and amending Articles 12, 16 and 21 of the Zoning Ordinance

to address outdoor lighting regulations. Approval of the Alternative Text 9-0[Div of Planning, Duncan]]

WHEREAS, at a Public Hearing held on June 13, 2024, a petition for an Amendment to

Articles 12-8(g), 16-3(b), and 21-6(b) and for creation of a new Article 30 of the Zoning Ordinance of

the Lexington Fayette Urban County Government to address outdoor lighting regulations was

presented to the Urban County Planning Commission; said Commission recommending approval of

the alternative text by a vote of 9-0; and

WHEREAS, this Council agrees with the recommendation of the Planning Commission; and

WHEREAS, the recommendation form of the Planning Commission is attached hereto and

incorporated herein by reference.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE LEXINGTON-FAYETTE

URBAN COUNTY GOVERNMENT:

Section 1 - That Article 12-8(g) of the Zoning Ordinance of the Lexington-Fayette Urban

County Government be and hereby is amended to read as follows:

Sec. 12-8. - Minimum design standards.

(g) Lighting. Exterior lighting shall be regulated by Article 30 and restricted as
     follows:

[…]

Section 2 - That Article 16-3(b) of the Zoning Ordinance of the Lexington-Fayette Urban

County Government be and hereby is amended to read as follows:
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Sec. 16-3. - Minimum design and maintenance requirements for parking areas.

(b) Any lighting used to illuminate off-street parking areas shall be regulated by
     Article 30.

Section 3 - That Article 21-6(b) of the Zoning Ordinance of the Lexington-Fayette Urban

County Government be and hereby is amended to read as follows:

Article 21-6 Contents and Format of Development Plans

(b) Contents of final development plan. All information required for preliminary development
plans as required under SubSections (a)1 through 17 of this Section, above; except that
contour intervals shall be two (2) feet, a tree protection plan (as defined in Article 26), data
block, lighting plan (as defined in Article 30), and tree protection areas shall be required and
that the plan information shall be of an exact nature, rather than approximate or general.

Section 4 - That a new Article 30 of the Zoning Ordinance of the Lexington-Fayette Urban

County Government be and hereby is created to read as follows:

Article 30 - Outdoor Lighting

Sec. 30-1. - Intent.

The intent of this Article is to establish comprehensive and objective regulations regarding effective
lighting safeguarding public health, safety, and welfare. These guidelines aim to foster high-quality
outdoor lighting that enhances the built environment and public safety while discouraging practices
that lead to light pollution, glare, light trespass, sky glow, and minimizing nocturnal impacts on
wildlife.

Sec. 30-2. - Outdoor Lighting Requirements Where Provided.

This Article applies to all zones, excluding the principle and accessory uses within the following agricultural

zones: Agricultural Rural (A-R), Agricultural Buffer (A-B), and Agricultural Natural (A-N) zones.

(a) All exterior lighting shall be in conformance with this Article for new development, buildings, exterior

renovations, and additions.

(b) Lighting for access easements approved by the Planning Commission shall conform to the requirements

of the Complete Streets Manuals.

(c) Exemptions:

(1) Unshielded fixture with a maximum output of seventy (70) lumens per fixture.

(2) Shielded fixture with a maximum output of one thousand (1,000) lumens per fixture provided
the source of the light is not visible from any other property.
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(3) Lighting required by Federal or State regulations.

(4) Lighting which does not otherwise conform to the provisions of this Article and is associated

with an approved Special Events Permit.

(5) Lighting required by the Kentucky state building code shall not be prohibited by this Article

but shall be subject to the lighting standards.

(6) Lighting for signage shall be regulated as per Article 17.

Sec. 30-3. - Lighting plans

(a) Lighting plans shall be provided when a landscape plan or final development plan is
required. Lighting plans shall be reviewed in coordination with Landscape Plans to avoid

conflicts between utility lines, plant materials, and tree canopies. Plans shall be legible and of
a size and scale (generally not exceeding one (1) inch equals forty (40) feet), which enables
clear presentation of required information. A lighting plan shall include:

(1) A written description of each type, number, and height of existing and proposed outdoor

lighting fixtures and supporting devices.

(2) A lighting fixture schedule.

(3) Written description of the lumens for each lighting fixture type.

(4) Square footage of the total area to be illuminated, and lumens per net acre.

(5) Location of all lighting fixtures, and

(6) Foot-candle levels within property boundaries and full extent of light trespass.

(b) All lighting plans shall depict consistent illumination across parking and pedestrian

facilities, eliminating any dark areas.

(c) All lighting plans shall be prepared by an architect, landscape architect, or professional

engineer licensed to practice in the Commonwealth of Kentucky. The lighting plan shall be

stamped at the time of the certification of final development plan or prior to the issuance of a

building permit.

Sec. 30-4. - Outdoor Lighting Standards.

All outdoor lighting shall conform to the following standards and provisions:

(a) Fixture Requirements

(1) Fully shielded lighting fixture:

(a) Unless specifically exempted by this Article (30-2), all outdoor lighting shall be fully
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(a) Unless specifically exempted by this Article (30-2), all outdoor lighting shall be fully

shielded fixtures.

(b) The luminous elements of the fixture shall not be visible from any other property

(exemption as discussed for DPs to allow light over prop lines).

(c) The fixture shall have a maximum color temperature of 3000 Kelvin.

(d) Lighting must not be placed at a location, angle, or height that directs illumination

outside the property boundaries where the lighting fixtures are located, except when

there is a written Agreement signed by both property owners and denoted on the

associated development plan or subdiv. plan. The Agreement shall be on file with the

Division of Building Inspection.

(e) If mounted on or attached to a building or structure other than a parking lot light pole

or a sign, the light source (including all lenses, diffusers, reflectors, or similar elements)

shall be at least two inches recessed into the fixture housing or shielding.

(f) Structural or architectural elements, such as eave overhangs, canopies, or patio

covers, are not considered shielding.

(g) Drop lens, sag lens, lens sag or similar fixture types shall be prohibited.

(h) Blinking, flashing, moving, revolving, scintillating, flickering, changing-intensity, and

changing-color lights are prohibited, unless exempted in Article 30-2.

(i) The installation of new mercury vapor and low-pressure sodium lamps is prohibited.

(b) Height Limit

(1) Lighting mounted on poles or structures within fifteen (15) feet of the front, side, and rear property

boundary shall not exceed a mounting height of twelve (12) feet. For modifications of height, see

special provisions (30-4(e)).

(2) All other lighting mounted on poles or structures within the property shall not exceed a mounting

height of twenty-five (25) feet.

(c) Maximum Lumens

(1) Total outdoor light output of any non-residential property shall not exceed 100,000

lumens per net acre in any contiguous illuminated area.

(2) Total outdoor light output of any residential property shall not exceed 25,000 lumens per

net acre in any contiguous illuminated area.

(d) Light trespass shall not exceed 0.5 horizontal foot candles.

(e) Special Provisions

(1) Where the light trespass level is below 0.1 foot-candles on the side and rear property lines, maximum

height of all fixtures mounted on poles or structures shall be twenty-five (25) feet.

(2) Where maximum lumens for the development is twenty-five (25) percent of the allowable lumens

(Article 30-4(c)) maximum height of all fixtures mounted on poles or structures shall be twenty-five (25)

feet.

(3) The Planning Commission in coordination with a final development plan May approve

modifications to the height and location of lighting with the submission of an innovative

lighting design that reduces light pollution and enhances the public realm. A finding

regarding the innovation and reduction of light impact shall be made by the Planning

Commission.
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Sec. 30-5. - Outdoor Recreation and Entertainment Use Lighting Requirements.

Where outdoor lighting for recreation facilities and entertainment spaces are required, the following

provisions apply:

(a) Maximum Lumens

(1) Outdoor recreation facilities are not subject to the lumens per net acre limit during

operation.

(2) Foot candles trespass shall be limited to one (1.0) horizontal foot candles during the

periods of operation and shall be limited to 0.5 horizontal foot candles when not in

operation.

(b) The maximum kelvin shall be 4100 Kelvin for lighting directed on playing or recreation

surfaces/fields/audience viewing areas.

(c) The mounting height for lighting fixtures for recreation fields with less than two thousand

five hundred (2,500) seats shall not exceed eighty (80) feet from finished grade. The mounting

height for all lighting fixtures for recreation fields with greater than or equal to two thousand five

hundred (2,500) seats shall not exceed one hundred and twenty-five (125) feet from finished

grade.

(d) All fixtures shall be aimed so that light is directed and falls within the primary playing or

performance area and audience viewing areas.

(e) Blinking, flashing, moving, revolving, scintillating, flickering, changing-intensity, and

changing-color lights shall be permitted during operation.

(f) Video screens and scoreboards shall be permitted during operation.

(g) All outdoor recreation facilities and entertainment spaces shall submit a lighting plan per

Article 30-3.

(h) The hours of operation for the lighting system for the primary playing or performance area

shall not exceed one hour after the end of the event.

(i) Associated accessory uses shall conform to all other requirements of this Article.

Sec. 30-6. - Non-conforming existing lighting.

(a) All existing outdoor lighting that was legally installed prior to the effective date of this Article

and that does not comply with the regulations established by this Article shall be deemed non-

conforming and governed by Article 4.

Section 5 - That this Ordinance shall become effective on the date of its passage.

PASSED URBAN COUNTY COUNCIL:
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MAYOR
ATTEST:

CLERK OF URBAN COUNTY COUNCIL
PUBLISHED:
0725-24:TWJ:4878-6214-9581, v. 1
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