200 E. Main St

Lexington-Fayette Urban County Lexington, KY 40507
Government

Legislation Details (With Text)

File #: 0383-24 Version: 1 Name: Partial Summary: Budget, Finance, and Economic
Development Committee, March 19, 2024

Type: Resolution Status: Approved

File created: 4/3/2024 In control: Urban County Council

On agenda: 4/25/2024 Final action: 4/25/2024

Enactment date: 4/25/2024 Enactment #: R-188-2024

Title: A Resolution determining that a proposal for the establishment of a dedicated Park Fund to fund

public parks in Fayette County, to be financed by the levy of an additional two and one quarter cents
($0.0225) per one hundred dollars ($100) valuation on all taxable real property, shall be submitted to
the electorate of Fayette County in a public referendum pursuant to KRS 97.590 and KRS 67A.160
with the language of the ballot question substantially similar to the following “Are you in favor of the
establishment of a dedicated public “Park Fund” Program that will provide funds to improve and
develop neighborhood parks, walking and hiking trails, nature parks, bike trails, swimming pools,
playgrounds, dog parks, recreational facilities, and other related facilities for children, adults, families,
and seniors to be financed by the levy of an additional two and one quarter cents ($0.0225) per one
hundred dollars ($100) on all taxable real property, effective January 1, 2025?”; and authorizing taking
any related necessary actions. [Council Office, Hall]

Sponsors:
Indexes:
Code sections:

Attachments: 1. 3-19-24 Meeting Summary- Partial, 2. 383-24 Resolution - Parks Tax Referendum 4890-8720-8111
v.6.pdf, 3. R-188-2024

Date Ver. Action By Action Result

4/25/2024 1 Urban County Council Approved Pass

4/11/2024 1 Urban County Council Received First Reading

4/9/2024 1 grbap County Council Work Approved and Referred to Docket Pass
ession

A Resolution determining that a proposal for the establishment of a dedicated Park Fund to fund
public parks in Fayette County, to be financed by the levy of an additional two and one quarter cents
($0.0225) per one hundred dollars ($100) valuation on all taxable real property, shall be submitted to
the electorate of Fayette County in a public referendum pursuant to KRS 97.590 and KRS 67A.160
with the language of the ballot question substantially similar to the following “Are you in favor of the
establishment of a dedicated public “Park Fund” Program that will provide funds to improve and
develop neighborhood parks, walking and hiking trails, nature parks, bike trails, swimming pools,
playgrounds, dog parks, recreational facilities, and other related facilities for children, adults, families,
and seniors to be financed by the levy of an additional two and one quarter cents ($0.0225) per one
hundred dollars ($100) on all taxable real property, effective January 1, 20257?”; and authorizing
taking any related necessary actions. [Council Office, Hall]

WHEREAS, KRS 97.590 provides that an urban-county government May levy taxes not

exceeding five cents ($.05) on each one hundred dollars ($100) of all taxable property “for the
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purpose of purchasing and maintaining public parks within [its] jurisdictional limits” pursuant to a
successful voter referendum held in accordance with KRS 67A.160;

WHEREAS, the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board of the Lexington-Fayette Urban County
Government (the “Parks Board”) has recommended and requested that the Council of the Lexington-
Fayette Urban County Government consider establishing a dedicated funding source to be utilized for
improving and developing public parks in Fayette County through a voter referendum,;

WHEREAS, the means to create such a dedicated funding source would be an additional ad
valorem tax levy as approved by the voters of Fayette County pursuant to KRS 97.590 and KRS
67A.160;

WHEREAS, the Parks Board has submitted proposed ballot language and a proposed funding
rate to the Urban County Council for consideration;

WHEREAS, KRS 67A.160 provides that a public parks purchase and maintenance Program
proposal authorized by KRS 97.590 May be submitted to the voters of Fayette County by a
Resolution of the Urban County Council;

WHEREAS, the Urban County Council has determined that it is in the public interest to have
the electorate of Fayette County determine whether they are in favor of paying additional ad valorem
taxes in order to fund public parks in Fayette County;

WHEREAS, KRS 67A.160 requires additional procedural steps to be performed by the
Lexington-Fayette Urban County Government and the Fayette County Clerk, including the
preparation of the proposed ballot language; and

WHEREAS, if the proposed ballot question is successful, KRS 97.590 requires the creation of
a separate and distinct “Park Fund” to hold all funds derived from the levy.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE LEXINGTON-FAYETTE COUNTY

GOVERNMENT:
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Section 1 - That the preamble to this Resolution be and hereby is incorporated by reference as if the

same had been fully stated herein.

Section 2 - That the Council of the Lexington-Fayette Urban County Government has determined that a
proposal to create a dedicated funding source for funding public parks in Fayette County is a matter that
should be decided by the voters of Fayette County pursuant to a public referendum as authorized by KRS

97.590 and KRS 67A.160.

Section 3 - That pursuant to KRS 97.590, the appropriate mechanism for funding a public parks
Program in Fayette County would be through the establishment of an additional ad valorem tax on all taxable
real property in Fayette County, not to exceed two and one-quarter cents ($0.0225) per one hundred dollars

($100) valuation, effective January 1, 2025.

Section 4 - That it is the intent of the Lexington-Fayette Urban County Government that any successful
ballot language be interpreted in a manner that provides it with the greatest discretion on how the funds are to
be expended so long as said expenditures are related to public parks in Lexington-Fayette County and

consistent with the law.

Section 5 - That language substantially similar to the following question be submitted to the Fayette

County Clerk for placement on the ballot at the next regular election:

Are you in favor of the establishment of a dedicated public “Park Fund” Program that will
provide funds to improve and develop neighborhood parks, walking and hiking trails, nature
parks, bike trails, swimming pools, playgrounds, dog parks, recreational facilities, and other
related facilities for children, adults, families, and seniors to be financed by the levy of an
additional two and one-quarter cents ($0.0225) per one hundred dollars ($100) on all taxable

real property, effective January 1, 2025?

Section 6 - That the Lexington-Fayette Urban County Government is authorized to take any additional

related and necessary actions consistent with the intent of this
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Resolution, and the Clerk of the Urban County Council is directed to deliver a certified copy of this

Resolution to the Fayette County Clerk.

Section 7 - That in the event the proposed ballot question is successful, the Department of Finance be
and hereby is directed to create and designate a separate and distinct “Park Fund” pursuant to KRS 97.590 to

hold all funds collected pursuant to the additional tax levy, with such funds dedicated to public park purposes.

Section 8 - That this Resolution shall become effective on the date of its passage.

PASSED URBAN COUNTY COUNCIL:

MAYOR
ATTEST:
CLERK OF URBAN COUNTY COUNCIL
383-24:DJB:4890-8720-8111, v. 6
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