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BACKGROUND

 Position established—June 2014

 Office of the Chief Development Officer 

 Mission—promote the development of a more vibrant 

local food economy by supporting food-related 

agricultural development 
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ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Bluegrass Farm to Table Update



MARKET DEVELOPMENT + COORDINATION

Connecting farmers with:

 Distributors

 Processors

 Restaurants 

 Retailers

 Schools

 Institutions
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INSTITUTIONAL COMMITMENTS 

 UK Dining / Aramark

 Transylvania / Bon Appetit

 Lexington Convention Center / Levy
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IMPACT TO DATE

 5.5 years of 
work

 80+ farmers + 
food businesses 
in 30+ counties

 80+ buyers

 Conservative 
estimate: $4.1 
million in sales 
for KY farmers 
since June 2014
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Workplace Wellness CSA



LFUCG CSA FARM SHARE PROGRAM

 Piloted in 2017, entering 4th year of program

 CSA=Community Supported Agriculture

 Produce subscription—weekly delivery of fresh, local 

produce

 Usually ~22 weeks (May-October)

 Option to pick up at the Government Center
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FARM SHARE PARTICIPATION HISTORY
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 2017—101 employees / $50,000+ farm impact

 2018—152 employees / $ 76,000+ farm impact

 2019—148 employees / $74,000 farm impact

 2020—target: 150 employees 



EMERGING RESEARCH
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Dr. Tim Woods / UK Ag Economics Dept.

Pilot study: people who participate in CSA report:

• Decrease in annual doctors’ visits

• Decrease in expenditures on RXs

• Increase in fruit + vegetable intake    

• Increase in perceived health1



EMERGING RESEARCH
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Dr. Tim Woods / UK Ag Economics Dept.

Pilot study: Diet related medical claims

• Data analysis from years 2015 and 2016 shows that 

those who participate in CSA who start in a place of 

high diet related medical expenditures experienced a 

reduction of diet related medical and 

pharmaceutical claims between $1,080 and $1,530 

in the 12 months following the start of CSA.



KENTUCKY DOUBLE DOLLARS

 Purpose: double federal nutrition assistance benefits to 

purchase KY grown farm products

 2015 USDA Food Insecurity Nutrition Incentive (FINI) 

grant  Bluegrass Double Dollars

 2016 Invited to testify before the House Agriculture 

Committees’ Subcommittee on Nutrition in DC 

 2017 USDA FINI grant + KY Agricultural Development 

Board grant in partnership with Community Farm 

Alliance  Kentucky Double Dollars
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9UgDRdDUTDA&feature=youtu.be


KENTUCKY DOUBLE DOLLARS

 2017—41 participating sites 

• 9,500+ participants

• $72,000+ incentives redeemed for KY farm products

 2018—46 participating sites

• 10,000+ participants

• $91,000+ incentives redeemed
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KENTUCKY DOUBLE DOLLARS
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2020

• Additional farmers 

markets

• 2 additional retailers

• Lexington

• Manchester



EXPANDING CONSUMER AWARENESS
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FIELD TO TABLE DINNERS

 2016—Walnut Lawn Farm / Chef John Foster / 

Bluegrass Double Dollars

 2017—Grimes Mill Winery / Chef Ouita Michel / Food 

Chain’s teaching and processing kitchen

 2018—Historic Courthouse / 16 all-start chefs / Glean 

KY

 2019—The Kentucky Castle / Chef Jason Walls / Locust 

Trace Agriscience Center

 2020—Middlefork / Chef Mark Jensen / TBD
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MAYOR’S AGTECH INITIATIVE

 2019

• 2 Steering Committee Meetings (March, August) 

• Ag Innovation Summit (September)

• Existing Businesses Roundtable (October)

 2020

• Begin working w/Mary Shelman on objective development + 

strategy creation in partnership with Dean Nancy Cox (College of 

Agriculture, Food, and Environment)
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CONTACT INFORMATION

Ashton Potter Wright, DrPH

Director, Local Food & Agricultural Development 

859-258-3131 

awright@lexingtonky.gov

bgfarmtotable.org
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Questions?



EXTRA SLIDES
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UK DINING / ARAMARK
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LEXINGTON COVENTION CENTER CONTRACT
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