General Government & Planning (GGP) Committee
July 1, 2026
Summary and Motions

Committee members Liz Sheehan (Chair), Shayla Lynch, J.D. (Vice Chair), Dan Wu, James Brown, Chuck
Ellinger Il, Emma Curtis, Whitney Baxter, Dave Sevigny, Jennifer Reynolds, and Hil Boone were present.
Council members Tyler Morton, Tom Eblen, and Joseph Hale were present as non-voting members.
Chair Sheehan called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m.

l. APPROVAL OF JUNE 2, 2026 COMMITTEE SUMMARY (Sheehan)
A motion by Sevigny to approve the June 2, 2026 Committee Summary was seconded by Ellinger and
approved unanimously.

Il.  SHORT TERM RENTALS (Brown / Holbrook & Kruse)
Since its adoption in 2023, the short-term rental program has evolved with the implementation of
registration requirements, enforcement efforts, annual renewals, and the launch of a 24-hour
compliance hotline. The number of active short-term rentals has stabilized at approximately 787
properties, down significantly from the roughly 1,290 listings identified when compliance software was
first deployed. The program generated approximately $118,600 in renewal revenue in 2026, effectively
covering personnel, software, and administrative expenses associated with regulation and enforcement.
Complaints remain relatively limited, with most violations involving unlicensed operations rather than
neighborhood nuisance issues such as noise, parking, or trash. Discussion focused on collection of
unpaid fines, use of liens against repeat offenders, and the effectiveness of the current enforcement
structure in maintaining compliance while supporting tourism and economic activity.

lll.  BLUE SKY SMALL AREA PLAN (Boone & Hale / Miller & Castro)
The Blue Sky Small Area Plan presentation outlined a long-term vision for the approximately 303-acre
industrial area near Interstate 75 and Athens Boonesboro Road that seeks to preserve and strengthen
the corridor's role as an employment center while improving infrastructure and accessibility. Public
engagement efforts identified reliable power service, broadband infrastructure, street lighting,
walkability, food options, and open space as major priorities for employees and businesses operating
within the district. The proposed framework includes new sidewalks and side paths, enhanced roadway
connections, stormwater amenities, trail infrastructure, and future mixed-use opportunities along
Athens Boonesboro Road. Staff also discussed ongoing coordination with planned improvements to the
I-75 interchange and future updates to industrial zoning regulations intended to better reflect modern
industrial uses and business models.

IV. A SENSE OF PLACE (Brown / Coleman)
The A Sense of Place initiative focuses on documenting, preserving, and celebrating Fayette County's
historic Black hamlets and rural communities. Continued progress at the Cadentown Historic Site
includes restoration of the Rosenwald School, accessibility improvements, cemetery preservation
efforts, exhibit planning, and development of long-term educational programming. The broader efforts



to recognize and preserve the history of twenty historic Black hamlets throughout Fayette County
through oral histories, artifact collection, public engagement, and future historic marker initiatives were
highlighted. Fundraising has exceeded initial goals, with more than $721,000 raised to support
preservation and programming activities. Discussion emphasized the importance of preserving not only
historic structures but also the cultural landscapes, stories, and community identity that define these
historic places.

V. ITEMS REFERRED TO COMMITTEE (Sheehan)
A motion by Brown to remove Short-Term Rentals from committee. Seconded by Baxter and approved
unanimously.

Chair Sheehan adjourned the meeting at 2:14 p.m.
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