
Bid 42-2020 Addendum 2

EcoGro

Supplier Response

Event Information

Number: Bid 42-2020 Addendum 2
Title: Greenway Maintenance
Type: Competitive Bid
Issue Date: 3/12/2020
Deadline: 4/16/2020 02:00 PM (ET)

Contact Information

Contact: Kristie Thomas
Address: Central Purchasing

Government Center Building
Room 338
200 East Main Street
Lexington, KY 40507

Phone: (859) 2583320
Fax: (859) 2583322
Email: kthomas@lexingtonky.gov

Page 1 of 2 pages Vendor: EcoGro Bid 42-2020 Addendum 2



EcoGro Information

Address: po box 22273
lexington, KY 40522

Phone: (859) 231-0500
Fax: (866) 348-0528

ONLY ONLINE BIDS WILL BE ACCEPTED FOR THIS SOLICITATION.

james hanssen jim@ecogro.net
Signature Email

Submitted at 4/10/2020 11:12:40 AM

Response Attachments

Add 1 2 affidavit workforce analysis MWBE forms.pdf

Addendum 1 , 2. Workforce Analysis, Affidavit, MWBE forms

EcoGro Insurance.pdf

Insurance

LFUCG Greenway #42-2020_compressed.pdf

Scope of work submittal EcoGro

Page 2 of 2 pages Vendor: EcoGro Bid 42-2020 Addendum 2



























 

     

Proposal 
for 

LFUCG Greenway Maintenance 
Bid Number: #42-2020 

Prepared for: 
LFUCG Department of Environmental Services 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Submitted by: 
 
 

 
April 8, 2020 



 

 
  

 April 8, 2020 
 
LFUCG 
Division of Central Purchasing 
200 East Main Street, Room 338 
Lexington, Kentucky 40507 
 
Dear LFUCG Division of Central Purchasing and Division of Environmental Services: 
 
 It is a worthwhile undertaking by LFUCG Department of Environmental Services to 
improve the quality and ecological health of Fayette County through greenway maintenance.  
Thank you for the opportunity to help in that endeavor by allowing us to submit on Bid #42-
2020 - Greenway Maintenance.    
 
 As you review our proposal you will see that the EcoGro/Ridgewater Team helps our 
clients improve the ecological value of greenways by providing design, construction, and long-
term stewardship / maintenance services for native habitat restoration projects. Our team 
has provided native vegetation services on many projects within the Bluegrass Region in the 
past 15 years. We have long-term experience establishing and maintaining native vegetation 
for governmental and private clients. Several contracts have spanned multiple years and 
clients see our vested interest and long-term commitment to stewardship and developing a 
project to its best potential.   
 
  
 We guarantee you will be satisfied with our Greenway and Native Vegetation 
services, ability to work within your schedule, ability to meet the project budget, 
personnel and equipment dedicated to the project, and timely communication. We would 
like to discuss opportunities to help LFUCG make this project successful. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 

 
Jim Hanssen                                        
Project Manager                                       
EcoGro                                      
 

 



 

 
 

Cove Spring Park, Frankfort, KY 

 
 

 
 LFUCG should be commended for their continuing efforts to establish and 
maintain healthy greenways.  The project team of EcoGro, Inc. (EcoGro) and 
Ridgewater, LLC (Ridgewater) will provide an excellent interdisciplinary team with 
extensive knowledge and experience in every type of work requested within this RFP.  
EcoGro will be the prime while Ridgewater will be brought in on more technical 
design issues if needed.  This team has worked together on stream, wetland, 
stormwater and water quality projects for the past 10+ years.    With the increase in 
projects aimed at re-establishing the health and function of our waterways, there has 
been a growing need for competent professionals qualified to implement this unique 
type of ecological improvement. Our knowledge of environmental processes, native 
plant establishment, fluvial geomorphology, stabilization structures, restoration 
techniques and wildlife habitat, coupled with the skills, experiences and equipment 
to implement this type of work is essential for the success of our projects. An 
adept contractor can also identify unforeseen opportunities to enhance the project, 
reduce unnecessary costs, minimize environmental impacts during the construction 
phase and provide results that meet or exceed goals beyond the scope of contract. 
 By working with a variety of environmental professionals to support academic 
research, innovative applications and educational programs in the field of stream 
restoration and ecosystem enhancement, our team is recognized as industry leaders.  
EcoGro / Ridgewater personnel have teamed together for habitat restoration projects 
in Kentucky, Tennessee, Ohio and West Virginia.  
 

Our core values are: 
 Safety of our employees and public 
 Integrity of our work and employees 
 Quality of service and products 
 Leadership in environmental restoration 
 Profitable and financially sound business 

 
Other items we contribute: 
 

 We share a passion for our work. 
 We seek exceptional projects and innovative applications or techniques. 
 We are proficient in Design / Build partnerships.  
 We are cost effective and we meet project budgets. 
 We communicate regularly and effectively. 
 We can incorporate stormwater BMPs and address water quality concerns. 
 We look for opportunities to include academic research, professional 

development, educational programs, publications and community involvement. 
 
 

Narrative On Scope Of Work Experience  
 



 

 
 

Items relating specifically to this scope of work that EcoGro has performed 
include: 

 Controlling noxious weeds and invasive species thru chemical and mechanical 
removal methods. 

 Designing, installing and maintaining native plant communities (herbaceous 
and woody) in new and existing areas. 

 Maintaining naturalized areas and plants including pollinator beds, rain 
gardens, bioswales, bioretention areas, wetlands, stream buffers, etc.  

 Removed trees, shrubs and stumps on a selective level as well as on a large 
scale multi acre level. 

 Pruned trees and shrubs per LFUCG specifications. 
 Mowed turf and pasture areas. 
 Performed design and installation of many types of streambank stabilization 

projects. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The numbered list below is addressing the 5 items that are specifically 
requested in the RFP under the “Required Submittal” heading. 
 

1.  EcoGro’s primary business is the designing, building and 
maintaining stormwater, stream and water quality projects 
and the native vegetation associated with those projects and 
has its headquarters in Lexington, Kentucky.  We have been 
actively engaged in all areas requested under this contract for 
the past 10+ years.  

2.  Below is a list of 4 references for jobs performed in the past 
three years that would be included in work performed under 
this RFP. 

3.  Key staff that will be available to work on the project are 
listed below.  Recognitions, memberships, and certifications 
are listed for individuals and company.  

4.  EcoGro has a valid LFUCG business license and is licensed to 
work in Kentucky, Tennessee, Ohio and Indiana.  EcoGro is 
current on all payments to LFUCG Division of Revenue. 

5.  EcoGro (a DBA of Advanced Mulching Technologies, Inc.) is a 
registered contractor with the City of Lexington #14323. 

 
 

Required Submittal Items as Listed in RFP 



 

 
 

 
 

 

UK/FEMA Alumni Drive Stream and 
Stormwater Basin Restoration 
Stewardship 
University of Kentucky 
Mr. Jerry Hart 
100 Peterson Service Building 
Lexington, KY 40506 
Phone: (859) 257-3105 
Email: jphart@uky.edu 
 
 

Services Performed: Development of planting and management plan, communication 
and coordination with client, regular monitoring and documentation of vegetation, 
selection and implementation of appropriate control techniques (herbicide, cutting, 
removal, etc.), inspection of stormwater structures (inlets, outlets, etc.), pruning 
trees and shrubs, seed collection and redistribution, project documentation, annual 
report as well as support with student, professional and community educational 
programs. 
Materials Provided: No materials provided.    
Annual Cost (stewardship only): $6,500     
 
 

 
FCPS Tates Creek High School Tree 
Clearing 
Fayette County Public Schools 
Ms. Sue Marshall 
400 Springhill Drive  
Lexington, KY 40502 
Phone: (859) 381-3819 
Sue.marshall@fayette.kyschools.us 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Services Performed: Removed trees and brush with forestry grinder/chipper, cleared 
nearly 5 acres for new construction, hauled off debris and vegetated exposed soils  
Materials Provided: Cover seed and straw   
Cost: $84,900    
 
 

Item 2. Under Required Submittal - References  



 

 
 

 
McConnell Springs Park – Blue Hole 
Stabilization 
LFUCG, Division of Parks and 
Recreation 
Mr. Stephen Rogers 
416 Rebmann Lane     Lexington, Kentucky 40504 
Phone: (859) 225-4073 
Email: srogers@lexingtonky.gov 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Services Performed: Development of project design, permitting and preliminary 
estimates, grading and removal of invasive species, bank stabilization, runoff flow 
diversion earthwork, and installation of erosion controls      
Materials Provided: Erosion control blankets, native seed and BogSod (vegetated 
coconut fiber mats)    
Cost: $19,250     
 

Coldstream Stream Restoration and 
Preservation 
Lexington Fayette Urban County 
Government LFUCG 
Ms. Jennifer Carey PE 
125 Lisle Industrial Road 
Lexington, KY 40511 
Phone: (859) 425-2482 
Email: jcarey@lexingtonky.gov 
See project description in Appendix 
A. 
 

 
Services Performed: Development of 

planting and management plan, communication and coordination with client, regular 
monitoring and documentation of vegetation, selection and implementation of 
appropriate control techniques (herbicide, cutting, removal, etc.), installation of 
additional plants (as needed), pruning trees and shrubs, seed collection and 
redistribution, project documentation, RBP habitat assessment, annual report as well 
as support with professional and community educational programs.    
Materials Provided: Live stakes.   
Annual Cost (stewardship only): $27,000      
 
 
 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Jim Hanssen will be the EcoGro Project Manager and serve as 
the contract administrator and a licensed Kentucky Contractor 
for the project. Mr. Hanssen has a bachelor of arts degree in 
business administration from Cedarville University (’93) and has 
been working as a business owner and contractor ever since.   
Mr. Hanssen is dedicated to doing whatever is necessary to make 
the project successful. Mr. Hanssen has over 26 years of 
experience in the “green industry”, running all aspects of an 
ecosystem restoration centered business, including design, 
construction, and maintenance of streams and wetlands, 
landscapes, native plant stewardship and green infrastructure.  
Mr. Hanssen has been involved in the design, construction and 

maintenance of twenty plus stream restoration projects.  He has also constructed 
stormwater BMP’s such as constructed wetlands, rain gardens, and riparian buffers.  
He regularly prepares storm water pollution prevention plans (SWPPP) and inspects 
construction sites for erosion and sediment control compliance utilizing KESPC license 
#191100250 or TNEPSC #141685.  Mr. Hanssen has worked either directly, as a 
vendor, or as a subcontractor for many large contractors, consultants, businesses, 
mitigation banks and governmental agencies such as: INDOT, KYTC, Lexington-Fayette 
Urban County Government, Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources, US 
Fish and Wildlife Service, Tennessee Stream Mitigation Program, US Forest Service, 
Southern Conservation Corporation, Strodes Creek Conservancy, The Nature 
Conservancy, University of Kentucky, the University of Louisville Stream Institute, 
Coca-Cola Refreshments, Link Belt and Lexmark International.  
 
Russ Turpin will serve as EcoGro’s Senior Environmental 
Specialist. He is a native landscape designer, ISA Certified 
Arborist, equipment operator, and education specialist 
with over 20 years of experience in the “Green” industry.  
He has a Bachelor of Science degree in Environmental 
Studies from the University of Tennessee at Chattanooga.  
Mr. Turpin is EcoGro’s KDA Licensed & Certified Pesticide 
Operator and Applicator (1634670) and will be an integral 
part of the invasive exotic species control programs. Mr. 
Turpin manages restoration stewardship programs for 
projects where clients desire a turn-key solution for native 
vegetation management and invasive species controls. He 
oversees the selection, procurement and installation of 
native plant materials as well as monitoring their growth 
and development.  As a KEEC-Certified Environmental 
Education Professional, Mr. Turpin coordinates community education/outreach 
events and is often invited to give presentations on natural areas and water quality.  

Key Personnel 



 

 
 

As an ISA-Certified Arborist, Mr. Turpin will oversee and / or provide expertise in 
pruning or tree clearing operations.  
 

Eric Dawalt, PE #22350, is a Professional Engineer with 
over 20 years of experience in the design, 
construction, and monitoring of stream and wetlands 
restoration projects using natural channel design 
techniques.  He received his Bachelor Degree in Animal 
Science and Biosystems and Engineering as well as a 
Master Degree in Biosystems and Engineering all from 
the University of Kentucky (’00)  He worked and trained 
under Mr. David Rosgen, one of the leading experts in 
the field of stream restoration.  He has collaborated as a 
research engineer on several cutting-edge projects with 
Dr. Arthur Parola of the Stream Institute at the 
University of Louisville Department of Civil Engineering.  

Some of his recent work involves treating stormwater runoff in streams with passive 
organic filters, hyporheic zones, and constructed wetlands.  Mr. Dawalt has designed 
and/or constructed 30+ stream and wetland restoration projects.   
 

 
EcoGro’s Larissa Sales is a Field Technician with a 
newfound love of native vegetation management to go 
with her experience in soil and water quality interests.  
She has a Bachelor of Science in Geosciences – 
Watershed Management from Mansfield University of 
Pennsylvania (’18). She utilizes her degree and 
experience to provide an additional depth and 
experience to EcoGro’s team.  She has provided 

support in native planting and vegetation stewardship on EcoGro projects. Ms. Sales 
has worked with environmental companies in the past and has developed educational 
lesson plans for elementary through adults, worked on trial maintenance, inspected 
potential sites, helped to create stream restoration planting proposals and planted 
thousands of native plants.   We are looking forward for her to use some of these 
skills on our projects as she has the opportunity. 
 
 
Any piece of equipment is only as good as its 
operator. With EcoGro’s Chad Relinski at the 
controls, the possibilities seem endless. To watch 
Mr. Relinski build rock structures, excavate pools 
or grade floodplain banks is to watch a master at 
work. Chad has been running heavy equipment in a 
variety of applications with over 10 years of 
experience. His insight into construction 
operations is a valuable asset to any project. 
 



 

 
 

 The EcoGro/Ridgewater Team has additional equipment operators and 
personnel on staff who are experienced in stream restoration and construction.  
EcoGro/Ridgewater’s ability to adapt and allocate additional labor and/or 
equipment resources within the team is a valuable resource for streamlining the 
completion of successful restoration projects. 
 
 
 
  
 

Our team has received numerous awards for projects we have work on through the 
years and some of them are listed here along with a summary of business 
certifications and affiliated organizational involvement: 

 ACEC (American Council of Engineering Companies) Grand Conceptor award for 
the Hatchery Creek Stream Restoration. 

 ACEC Grand Conceptor Award for Lexmark International Bioretention 
System/Rainfall Harvest System. 

 Numerous LFUCG Environmental Commission Awards. 

 KYTC Prequalified Contractor for Stream, Wetland and Vegetation. 

 State of Tennessee Board for Licensing Contractors (#62868). 

 Indiana Public Works Department Prequalified Contractor.  

 Lexington-Fayette Urban County Government Contractor (#14323). 

 University of Kentucky Contractor (#337977). 

 Kentucky Commercial Herbicide Operator & Applicator Certification (License 
#34670). 

 LFUCG Stormwater Stakeholder Advisory Committee, Wolf Run Watershed 
Representative (Russ Turpin). 

 LFUCG Greenspace Commission, Chair (Russ Turpin). 

 Kentucky Environmental Education Council, Certified Environmental Educator 
(Russ Turpin). 

 International Society of Arboriculture (ISA), Certified Arborist (Russ Turpin). 

 Spirit of Lexington Award from Lexington Mayor Jim Gray (Russ Turpin). 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Awards, Memberships, Certifications, etc. 
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