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ORDINANCE NO. ______ - 2024 
 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 13-77 OF THE LEXINGTON-FAYETTE URBAN 
COUNTY CODE OF ORDINANCES TO REQUIRE APPROVAL FROM THE DIVISION 
OF PLANNING, AND APPROVAL FROM THE HEALTH DEPARTMENT FOR SHORT-
TERM RENTALS UTILIZING SEPTIC TANKS, PRIOR TO THE ISSUANCE OF A 
SHORT-TERM RENTAL SPECIAL FEES LICENSE; AMENDING SECTION 13-79 OF 
THE CODE TO SET THE MAXIMUM OCCUPANCY IN SHORT-TERM RENTALS TO 
THE NUMBER ALLOWED IN THE LICENSEE’S CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT, IF 
APPLICABLE, OR OTHERWISE THE ZONING ORDINANCE; AND MOVING THE 
SUBPOENA AUTHORITY OF THE ADMINISTRATIVE HEARING BOARD FROM 
SECTION 13-80 OF THE CODE TO SECTION 13-81. 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE LEXINGTON-FAYETTE URBAN 

COUNTY GOVERNMENT:  

Section 1 – That Section 13-77 of the Lexington-Fayette Urban County Code of 

Ordinances be and hereby is amended to read as follows: 

Sec. 13-77. – Short-term rental special fee license. 
 
(a) No person shall own a short-term rental in Lexington-Fayette County unless 

the person possesses a valid special fee license for the short-term rental 
issued by the Lexington-Fayette Urban County Government, Division of 
Revenue, as provided in Section 13-13 of the Code and this Article.  

(b) The Director may promulgate such forms and procedures as reasonably 
necessary for the orderly and efficient processing of short-term rental 
special fee license applications and renewals. Provided, however, that an 
applicant shall be required to provide the following information as part of its 
application for a special license and renewal: 

(1) Address of the proposed short-term rental; 

(2) Name, address, phone number, and email address of the applicant;  

(3) Name, address, phone number, and email address of the operator 
of the short-term rental, if different from the applicant; 

(4) Name, address, phone number, and email address of an emergency 
contact that resides or is otherwise located in Lexington-Fayette 
County, Kentucky, or within twenty-five (25) miles of the proposed 
short-term rental;  

(5) Approval by the Division of Planning that the short-term rental is a 
hosted short-term rental or is otherwise a legal nonconforming 
hosted or un-hosted short-term rental under Section 3-13(i) and (j) of 
the Zoning Ordinance; that the un-hosted short-term rental has a  
conditional use permit issued by the Board of Adjustment if 
applicable; that the hosted short-term rental with an occupancy 
greater than twelve (12) individuals has a conditional use permit 
issued by the Board of Adjustment, if applicable; or that the short-
term rental otherwise complies with the Zoning Ordinance; 

(6) The maximum number of occupants requested for the short-term 
rental, which shall be consistent with the number permitted by 
Section 13-79(a)(7); 

(7) A site plan and floor plan depicting the short-term rental, including 
the number of vehicles that can be legally parked on the property, 
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without encroaching onto the street, sidewalks, alleys, public rights 
of way or public property; 

(8) A certificate of insurance or other valid proof of general liability 
insurance in the amount not less than one million dollars 
($1,000,000.00) per occurrence, which shall remain in effect at all 
times while engaged in the licensed activity; 

(9) An affidavit confirming that the health and safety requirements of 
Section 13-79(a)(1)-(6) of the Code of Ordinances have been 
satisfied for each short-term rental; 

(10) An affidavit confirming that the applicant complies and shall continue 
to comply with all aspects the applicable building codes, fire codes, 
and all other applicable state, federal, and local laws or regulations; 
and 

(11) For short-term rentals utilizing septic tanks, evidence indicating that 
the septic tank is of sufficient size to accommodate the occupancy 
requested in subsection (6). documentation from the Health 
Department stating that the septic tank on the property is sufficient 
to handle the proposed use of the property as a short-term rental. 

(c) All applications for a special fee license and renewal shall be accompanied 
by the fee referenced in Section 13-13 of the Code for short-term rental 
special fee licenses. 

(d) The operator of the short-term rental may apply on behalf of the owner of 
the short-term rental, with the express written permission of the owner. 
However, the owner of the short-term rental shall remain the Licensee. 

(e) A short-term rental special fee license shall cover all short-term rentals 
owned by the Licensee holding the license.  

(f) All short-term rental special fee licenses and renewals shall expire upon the 
earlier of (1) December 31st following the most recent application or 
renewal; (2) a change in Licensee or ownership of a dwelling unit used as 
a short-term rental; or 3) the revocation of a conditional use permit. 

(g) Upon receipt of the short-term rental special fee license, each Licensee 
shall be issued a unique Local Registration Number, by which the short-
term rental may be identified. 

(h) The Director may refuse to issue a license or renew the license of a 
Licensee in the following circumstances: 

(1) When the applicant intentionally or knowingly makes a false 
statement as to a material matter in an application; 

(2) When the applicant fails to complete any part of the application; 

(3) When the Licensee has failed to pay any fee, tax, fine, or penalty 
related to a violation of Sections 13-76 through 13-82; 

(4) When the property submitted for registration or renewal as a short-
term rental is subject to unsatisfied penalties, fines, or liens assessed 
or levied by the Government for any reason;  

(5) When the Licensee fails to maintain a conditional use permit, if 
applicable; or 

(6) When the Licensee or short-term rental is not in compliance with any 
applicable federal, state, or local law or regulation, including, without 
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limitation, mandatory zoning, building, safety, maintenance, health, 
sanitation, fire, electrical, plumbing, and mechanical codes. 

(i) The Director may revoke the registration of any short-term rental for any of 
the following reasons: 

(1) When any one of the circumstances provided in section (h), above, 
occurs; 

(2) When the Licensee or the short-term rental has been found to be in 
violation of Sections 13-76 through 13-82 two (2) or more times 
during the relevant license term.  

A Licensee whose special fees license is revoked is not eligible to apply for 
another short-term rental special fees license for the dwelling unit in which 
the license was revoked for a period of one (1) year. 

(j) The Director may revoke, suspend, or refuse to renew or issue a license on 
a dwelling unit basis. 

(k) Relevant divisions and departments with necessary information for the 
Director to perform his or her responsibilities under this article should 
provide such information to the Director at his or her request. Members of 
the public may also provide complaints and relevant evidence indicating 
violation of this article to the Director. 

Section 2 – That Section 13-79 of the Code of Ordinances be and hereby is 

created to read as follows: 

Sec. 13-79. – Duties of a Licensee. 

It is the duty of a Licensee under this Article to ensure that: 

(a) Every short-term rental owned by the Licensee meets and complies with the 
following at all times: 

(1) Contains sufficient smoke detectors installed and in working order as 
required in Section 12-1 of the Code of Ordinances; 

(2) Contains at least one (1) functional carbon monoxide detector 
installed in an appropriate location as set forth in the Kentucky 
Residential Code; 

(3) Contains at least one (1) maintained and charged fire extinguisher 
located in an open and easily accessible location on each habitable 
floor of the short-term rental; 

(4) Contains at least one (1) operable emergency and rescue opening 
in every sleeping room, as set forth in the Kentucky Residential 
Code; 

(5) Has posted, in a conspicuous location in the short-term rental, the 
following: 

a. the name, email address, and telephone number of the 
Licensee or operator of the short-term rental, if different from 
the Licensee; 

b. the name, email address, and telephone number of the 
registered emergency contact for the short-term rental 
referenced in the Licensee’s application for a special fees 
license; 
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c. the emergency and non-emergency telephone numbers for 
police, fire, and emergency medical service providers; 

d. trash and recycling pickup information; 

e. a clearly marked emergency evacuation plan for the premises 
showing exit routes, exits, and fire extinguisher locations;  

f. the maximum number of occupants permitted in the short-
term rental; 

g. a copy of the conditional use permit, if applicable; and 

h. the website address of the Lexington-Fayette Urban County 
Government where the guest may review the locally-required 
duties of a Licensee and file a complaint; 

(6) Contains no outdoor signage identifying the dwelling unit as a short-
term rental; 

(7) May be occupied by the maximum number of individuals provided in 
the Licensee’s conditional use permit, if applicable, or otherwise the 
Zoning Ordinance, as applicable in the relevant zone. May be 
occupied by a maximum of two (2) individuals per bedroom, plus an 
additional four (4) individuals, up to a maximum of twelve (12) 
individuals; or as otherwise allowed in the Licensee’s conditional use 
permit or the Zoning Ordinance. Any permanent resident of the 
dwelling unit present during the short-term rental period shall count 
toward the maximum occupancy; and  

(8) May not become the location where a violation of the laws governing 
assault, sexual offenses, prostitution, controlled substances, 
weapons, gambling on the premises, or any felony has occurred. 
Instances in which the Licensee or primary resident is the victim of 
the crime and had no control over the criminal act, including domestic 
violence, shall not be considered. 

(b) Short-term rentals shall not be utilized for private events, such as weddings 
or parties, in which the number of participants exceeds the maximum 
occupancy limit described in this section. No private events, such as 
weddings or parties, shall occur between the hours of 11:00 p.m. and 7:00 
a.m. Special events for a commercial purpose shall be prohibited at all 
times; 

(c) The Licensee shall abide by all requirements contained within the 
conditional use permit, if applicable; 

(d) The Licensee shall submit a true and accurate report annually to the 
Division of Revenue, in the manner and form specified by the Director, 
identifying: 

(1) The address of each short-term rental owned or operated by the 
Licensee; 

(2) The Local Registration Number of each short-term rental owned or 
operated by the Licensee; and, 

(3) The number of contracts to which each short-term rental owned or 
operated by the Licensee was subject in the preceding year, and the 
duration of each contract; 

(e) Every short-term rental operated by the Licensee complies with all 
applicable planning and zoning rules, ordinances, and regulations.  
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Section 3 – That Section 13-80 of the Code of Ordinances be and hereby is 

amended to read as follows: 

Sec. 13-80. – Advertising on a Hosting Platform. 

(a) Short-term rentals registered in accordance with Sec. 13-77 may be 
advertised for stays of less than thirty (30) days on a Hosting Platform. 

(b) All advertisements for a short-term rental, including, without limitation, those 
on Hosting Platforms, shall include the following: 

(1) The short-term rental’s Local Registration Number;  

(2) language specifying the allowed maximum number of occupants 
allowed under this Article; and 

(3) language specifying that guests of the short-term rental are 
prohibited from allowing more people onto the premises than the 
maximum occupancy allowed. 

(c) Pursuant to KRS 65.8821, the Administrative Hearing Board established in 
Sec. 12-6 of the Lexington-Fayette County Code of Ordinances and 
assigned hearing officer(s) shall have the authority to subpoena information 
from any person to determine whether there has been a violation of any 
ordinance that the Board or hearing officer has jurisdiction to enforce. Any 
such subpoena shall: 

(1) Be served upon the person, or its registered agent, if applicable, via 
certified mail; 

(2) Identify the provision(s) of any ordinance that the Government has 
reason to believe may have been violated; and 

(3) Describe with reasonable specificity the evidence supporting the 
Government’s reasonable belief that a violation of said ordinance 
has occurred. 

Section 4 – That Section 13-81 of the Code of Ordinances be and hereby is 

amended to read as follows: 

Sec. 13-81. – Enforcement. 

(a) Pursuant to Section 14-10 of the Code, this Article shall be enforced by 
citation officers within the Division of Revenue and the Administrative 
Hearing Board established in Sec. 12-6 of the Lexington-Fayette County 
Code of Ordinances in accordance with the rules and procedures 
established therein.  

(b) Except as otherwise provided herein, any person that violates any provision 
of this Article shall be subject to civil penalties, as imposed by a citation 
officer within the Division of Revenue in accordance with Section 2B-6 of 
the Lexington-Fayette County Code of Ordinances, in the following 
amounts: 

1st 
Offense 

$125.00 

2nd 
Offense 

$250.00 



 

 6 

3rd 
Offense 

$500.00 

4+ 
Offense  

$1,000.00 

 

(c) In addition to the penalties provided in Section 13-15 of the Code for failure 
to obtain a special fees license, any person that violates Section 13-77(a) 
of the Lexington-Fayette Urban County Code of Ordinances shall be subject 
to civil penalties, as imposed by a citation officer within the Division of 
Revenue in accordance with Section 2B-6 of the Lexington-Fayette County 
Code of Ordinances, in the amount of $500 per offense.  

(d) Any person that violates Sec. 13-78 of the Lexington-Fayette Urban County 
Code of Ordinances shall be subject to the penalty provided in Article I of 
this Chapter for failure to pay the applicable tax or occupational license fee.  

(e) Each day that a violation continues after notice of the offense has been 
served shall constitute a separate offense. 

(f) The Government shall possess a lien on the property owned by the 
Licensee in accordance with section 2B-9 of the Code of Ordinances for all 
civil fines issued or incurred under this Section. 

(g) In addition to the penalties provided herein, the Director is authorized, with 
the assistance of the Department of Law, to bring and prosecute civil actions 
for violations of this Article as appropriate, including, without limitation, 
actions for injunctive relief and declarations of rights, in any court of 
competent jurisdiction.  

(h) Nothing provided herein shall limit the power of the Director, as provided in 
Sec. 13-77, to deny, revoke, or fail to renew the registration of a short-term 
rental. 

(i) Pursuant to KRS 65.8821, the Administrative Hearing Board established in 
Sec. 12-6 of the Lexington-Fayette County Code of Ordinances and 
assigned hearing officer(s) shall have the authority to subpoena information 
from any person to determine whether there has been a violation of any 
ordinance that the Board or hearing officer has jurisdiction to enforce. Any 
such subpoena shall: 

(4) Be served upon the person, or its registered agent, if applicable, via 
certified mail; 

(5) Identify the provision(s) of any ordinance that the Government has 
reason to believe may have been violated; and 

(6) Describe with reasonable specificity the evidence supporting the 
Government’s reasonable belief that a violation of said ordinance 
has occurred.  

Section 5 – That the Division of Revenue be and hereby is authorized to amend 

the Lexington-Fayette Urban County Government, Division of Revenue, License Fee 

Regulations (5th Edition) as necessary to implement this Ordinance. 

Section 6 – That if any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase, or portion 

of this Ordinance is for any reason held invalid or unlawful by a court of competent 
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jurisdiction, such portion shall be deemed a separate, distinct and independent provision 

and such holding shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions hereof. 

Section 7 – That this Ordinance shall become effective on the date of its passage.

 PASSED URBAN COUNTY COUNCIL: 

 
 
        
              

MAYOR 
 
ATTEST: 
 
     ______________ 
CLERK OF THE URBAN COUNTY COUNCIL 
PUBLISHED: 
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