RESOLUTION NO. -2021

A RESOLUTION EXPRESSING THE SUPPORT OF THE URBAN COUNTY COUNCIL
FOR THE REPAIR AND REHABILITATION OF THE VACANT PALMER PHARMACY
BUILDING ON THE CORNER OF FIFTH AND CHESTNUT STREETS TO CREATE
THE WAYPOINT CENTER, A FACILITY DESIGNED TO OFFER EDUCATION-BASED
INITIATIVES AND PROGRAMS TO COMBAT THE HIGH RATE OF POVERTY IN
LEXINGTON’S EAST END; AND AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE MAYOR OR
HER DESIGNEE TO SUBMIT A FY 2022 APPROPRIATIONS COMMUNITY PROJECT
FUNDING INTEREST FORM AND ANY SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION RELATED
TO THIS PROJECT TO THE OFFICE OF UNITED STATES REPRESENTATIVE ANDY
BARR.

WHEREAS, in 1961, Dr. Zirl Palmer built the Palmer Pharmacy off Fifth and
Chesnut Streets in Lexington’s East End and thereafter became one of the first African-
Americans to own a pharmacy in Lexington;

WHEREAS, Dr. Zirl Palmer passed away in 1982 but left behind a legacy of
community engagement in Lexington;

WHEREAS, the Palmer Pharmacy was then used to provide emergency shelter
services as the Catholic Action Center until 2016, but has been vacant and dilapidated
ever since;

WHEREAS, the majority of residents in Lexington’s East End are African-
Americans;

WHEREAS, the East End has one of the highest poverty rates in Lexington;

WHEREAS, the Urban County Government recognizes that education-based
training initiatives and programs are critical to combatting poverty in this neighborhood;

WHEREAS, restoring the Palmer Pharmacy building into a new facility that could
offer such initiatives and programs would honor the legacy of Dr. Palmer;

WHEREAS, the Urban County Government desires to partner with United Way of
the Bluegrass to repair and rehabilitate the historic Palmer Pharmacy building to create
the WayPoint Center to offer these initiatives and programs;

WHEREAS, the Mayor desires to propose the repair and rehabilitation of the
Palmer Pharmacy building for funding through the FY 2022 federal appropriations
process;

WHEREAS, the FY 2022 Appropriations Community Project Funding Interest

Form encourages resolutions from local governments showing support for projects



proposed for funding.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE
LEXINGTON-FAYETTE URBAN COUNTY GOVERNMENT:

Section 1 - That the above recitals are incorporated herein as if fully stated.

Section 2 — That the Council of the Lexington-Fayette Urban County Government
hereby expresses its support for repair and rehabilitation of the Palmer Pharmacy
building in order to create the WayPoint Center, with the goal of providing education-
based initiatives and programs combatting poverty for residents in Lexington’s East
End, and further supports its submission to the Office of United States Representative
Andy Barr for funding.

Section 3 — That the Mayor, or her designee, be and hereby is authorized and
directed to submit a FY 2022 Appropriations Community Funding Project Interest Form,
which is attached hereto and incorporated herein by reference, and any supporting

documentation related to the project to the Office of United States Representative Andy

Baurr.
Section 4 — That this Resolution shall become effective on the date of its
passage.
PASSED URBAN COUNTY COUNCIL:
MAYOR
ATTEST:
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