ORDINANCE NO. - 2026

AN ORDINANCE PROPOSING AN AMENDMENT TO SECTION 14.04 OF THE
CHARTER OF THE URBAN COUNTY GOVERNMENT TO PROVIDE THAT COUNCIL
SHALL CONVENE A CHARTER REVIEW ASSEMBLY AT LEAST ONCE EVERY EIGHT
(8) YEARS, COMPRISED OF NOT FEWER THAN TWENTY-FOUR (24)
REPRESENTATIVES, TO CONDUCT A COMPREHENSIVE REVIEW OF THE
CHARTER, THAT COUNCIL SHALL ESTABLISH, BY ORDINANCE, SELECTION
PROCEDURES USING A REPRESENTATIVE LOTTERY AND MINIMUM
PROCEDURES FOR THE ASSEMBLY TO CONDUCT ITS REVIEW AND PUBLISH ITS
RECOMMENDATIONS, INCLUDING OPPORTUNITIES FOR PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT,
AND THAT COUNCIL SHALL ESTABLISH, BY ORDINANCE, A STANDING CHARTER
REVIEW BOARD TO SERVE AS A PERMANENT ADVISORY BODY FOR PURPOSES
OF IDENTIFYING AND ADVISING THE COUNCIL ON APPROPRIATE CHARTER
AMENDMENTS BETWEEN EIGHT (8) YEAR REVIEW CYCLES AND FACILITATING
THE WORK OF THE CHARTER REVIEW ASSEMBLY; MAKING THE AMENDMENT
EFFECTIVE FOR THE TERM OF OFFICE BEGINNING ON JANUARY 4, 2027; AND
PLACING THE PROPOSED AMENDMENT ON THE BALLOT AT THE GENERAL
ELECTION TO BE HELD ON NOVEMBER 3, 2026.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE LEXINGTON-FAYETTE URBAN
COUNTY GOVERNMENT:

Section 1 — It is proposed that Section 14.04 of the Charter of the Lexington-
Fayette Urban County Government be amended to read as follows effective for the term
of office beginning on January 4, 2027:

The Council shall be authorized to establish by ordinance a Charter
Revision Commission to hold hearings and to make recommendations to
the Council with respect to amendments to this Charter. Said Commission
shall consist of not fewer than twenty (20) citizens.

Without limiting the amendment and revision procedures available under
this article, and commencing in 2027, the Council shall convene a Charter
Review Assembly at least once every eight (8) years to conduct a
comprehensive review of the Lexington-Fayette Urban County Government
Charter. The Charter Review Assembly shall be comprised of not fewer than
twenty-four (24) representatives and shall be established pursuant to an
ordinance adopted by Council which shall, at minimum, establish selection
procedures using a representative lottery and shall further establish
procedures for the assembly to conduct its review and publish its
recommendations, which shall include opportunities for public engagement.

The Council shall further establish, by ordinance, a standing Charter Review
Board to serve as a permanent advisory body to identify appropriate Charter
amendments between eight-year review cycles, to facilitate the review
conducted by the Charter Review Assembly as set forth herein, and to
advise the Urban County Council not less than annually on appropriate
Charter amendments.

Section 2 — That the Clerk of the Urban County Council be and hereby is directed
to forward a certified copy of this Ordinance to the Fayette County Clerk for placement on

the ballot at the next general election on November 3, 2026.



Section 3 — That this Ordinance shall become effective upon the date of its

passage.

PASSED URBAN COUNTY COUNCIL:

MAYOR

ATTEST:

CLERK OF URBAN COUNTY COUNCIL
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